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perior for milk production and growth rate under temperate condi-
tions, usually fail to produce adequately or to survive under tropical
conditions (Cunningham and Syrstad, 1987). However, some Bos tanrus
breeds that were established in West Africa and Latin America before
the introduction of the Bos indicus have successfully adapted.

stan and India and later spread into the tropical zones of Asia, Africa,
Australia, Central and South America, the Caribbean, and the southern
United States.

The designation of cattle as two species appears to be inappropriate
because B. indicus and B. taurus have the same chromosome number
and interbreed readily; the crosses between them are fertile. However,
because of historic origins, the types continue to be distinguished by
their original species names. They also represent types that are widely
divergent in their adaptation to various environments. The informa-
tion that will come from genetic maps of B. indicus and B. taurus may
one day help determine how closely related the various breeds are
within these species.

Chad in equatorial Africa are Bos indicus cattle with pronounced humps
and fleshy dewlaps that aid heat regulation in hot, humid climates.  Credit:
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.